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The State Library of Kansas has released its 11th annual Kansas Notable Books list featuring
works written by Kansans or about the state.

“The Kansas Notable Books Committee considered the eligible books published in 2015. I was
delighted to receive the recommended list and make the final decision,” said state librarian Jo
Budler. “Our list is intended to showcase Kansas’ unique talent and history while encouraging
residents to visit their library and check out the celebrated titles.”

One of the selected books is “Kansas Trail Guide: The Best Hiking, Biking, and Riding in the
Sunflower State.” Co-author Kristin Conard said the book covers many spots in Shawnee
County, which has some of the top historical and bike trails. Conard said a few of her favorite
areas in and around Topeka include MacLannan Park, near Cedar Crest mansion; the Landon
Nature Trail, which starts at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site; and the
Green Memorial Wildlife Area west of Topeka.

“We hope with our book that people will continue to understand and value Kansas’ trails,”
Conard said. “It had been a dream as we were working on the book that we might be writing
a Kansas Notable Book, and we’re thrilled and honored that it’s actually happened.”

An awards ceremony will be held at the Kansas Book Festival on Sept. 10 at the Statehouse.

The 15 selected titles for 2016’s list are:

■ “Alphabet School,” by Stephen T. Johnson, of Lawrence; a children’s picture book.

■ “A Bitter Magic,” by Roderick Townley, of Leawood; fiction for students grades 4 to 8.

■ “Bottled: A Mom’s Guide to Early Recovery,” by Dana Bowman, of Lindsborg; a memoir
about a mother’s path to sobriety.

■ “The Boy Who Became Buffalo Bill: Growing Up Billy Cody in Bleeding Kansas,” by Andrea
Warren, of Prairie Village; a biography aimed at children grades 4 to 8.

■ “Diary of a Waitress: The Not-So-Glamorous Life of a Harvey Girl,” by Carolyn Meyer, of
Albuquerque, N.M.; a historical novel for students grades 5 to 9.

■ “For the Sake of Art: The Story of a Kansas Renaissance,” by Cynthia Mines, of Wichita; a
revised edition of a book chronicling the friendship between Lindsborg artist Birger Sandzen
and art dealer Carl Smalley.

■ “Harvey Houses of Kansas: Historic Hospitality from Topeka to Syracuse,” by Rosa Walston
Latimer, of Post, Texas; a look at the history of Harvey Houses and the hospitality they
spurred.

■ “Kansas Trail Guide: The Best Hiking, Biking, and Riding in the Sunflower State,” by
Jonathan Conard, of Sterling, and Kristin Conard, of Santa Clara, Calif.; a guide book for
exploring trails across the state with park locations and wildlife information.

■ “Kansas Wildflowers and Weeds” by Michael John Haddock, of Manhattan, Craig C.
Freeman, of Lawrence, and Janet E. Bare, of Littleton, Colo.; a guidebook for plant enthusiasts
with descriptions of 1,163 species.

■ “The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed
John Wilkes Booth,” by Scott Martelle, of Irvine, Calif.; a biography covering the life of Boston
Corbett, who ended up in Kansas, where his shaky mental health led to his undoing.
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